
LOWELL AREA FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, August 18, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. 

Look Memorial Fire Station 

 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

Carlton Blough called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 

Members Present: Susan Reister, David Pasquale, TimWittenbach, Carlton Blough 

Others Present: Frank Martin,  Jerry Hale,  Bob Rogers, Kory Velzen, Steve Bukala and Suzanne 

Olin 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

IT WAS Moved by Pasquale, and supported by Reister to approve the agenda. Yes – all. Motion 

carried.  Blough questioned if there were updates with the fireworks inspections.  Martin 

responded  the Thomet building, Tractor Supply and Meijer’s had no complaints.  Martin added 

the income received for these inspections was $420 for a tent rather than the $600 originally 

quoted.  Martin added there will be fire inspection training held in October. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Moved by Pasquale, supported by Reister to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2014, meeting as 

amended. Yes – all. Motion carried. 

 

4.        FINANCIAL REPORT.  Olin presented the financial reports 

 Moved by Wittenbach and seconded by Reister to approve the financial report as presented. 

  Yes – all.  Motion carried. 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No Comments were received. 

 

 

6.       OLD BUSINESS 

A. New Fire Truck Update.  Martin said three firefighters were out expecting the new pumper 

truck.   The final inspection of the truck would be held on Friday  The delivery date will be the 

27th of September.  Blough suggested bringing the fire truck to each municipality’s monthly 

meeting. 

 

7.        NEW BUSINESS 

A. Martin discussed  the fire barn floor paint with Mark Batchelor and it was decided Batchelor 

will do the deluxe paint job including two clear coats for $15,000.   Martin stated Batchelor 

will arrive the 25
th

 of August to begin the painting project.  Blough asked where will the trucks 

be parked while this process is being completed.  Martin responded the Foreman building.   

 

8.       COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Capital Appropriations.  No comments were received. 

B. Financial.  No comments were received 

 

9. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT AND UPDATES  



Fire Chief Frank Martin presented his monthly reports.  He mentioned Roger Reed and Tony 

McCaul have retired.  He said currently the department has 401 total calls.   

Wittenbach mentioned calls at the high school due to false alarms.  He wondered if cleaning at the 

school somehow triggers an alarm.  Martin said once the alarm is tripped, his department is 

obligated to respond. Martin said he did believe dust or smoke were setting off the alarms. 

 

Martin added he will be ordering new tires for Truck #4 and that the belts were broken.  He 

mentioned one truck would not start and the battery became extremely hot.  He mentioned another 

truck had the same problem. Martin mentioned that Kent County would pay for four new batteries 

and Ralph’s labor.   

 

Martin added the Lowell 4-H fair week as been quiet. 

 

Wittenbach questioned if the officers have now moved around.  Martin responded yes and that 

Shannon is now doing inspections. 

 

10.       MEMBER COMMENTS 

Blough mentioned the retirement party held for McCaul and Reed was very nice.  Pasquale 

mentioned he was also in attendance.   

 

Blough mentioned the Fire Authority could use assistance with their ordinances and that they do 

not agree with the bylaws.  He also mentioned a performance evaluation needs to be prepared for 

the fire chief as well. 

 

 Next meeting will be held September 15, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Pasquale, seconded by Reister to adjourn at 4:20 p.m. Yes – all. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

             

Jim Herb, Chairman     Mark Howe, Recording Secretary 

 


